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PRERACE,

This report ie Lesed om the infomntion obiained fros the
intorrogation of ftwenty Korecn “oanfort zirls" and two Jnpansse
civilians ocaptured arcund the +tunth of ausust, 1944 in the mopping up
operations sf'ter $ho fall of Wyitkyina in Burma,

Tho report shows how the Jepaness recruited these Torean
"oamfort girls", tho conditions under which they lived and worlcod ,
their relations with and reaction %o the Jepanese soldior, and their
undorstonding of the militery situstion,

& "ocomfort . irl" is nothing mors then o progtitute or
"profeasional camp follower" attached to the Japaneso Anmy for the
benefit of the soldiors, The word "comfort +iri¥ is peculiar to the
Jepanose. Other reports show the “oamfort 8irls" have boen found
whorever it was noceasary for thu Japeneso Ayoy to fight, This
report however deals only with the Xorean “eaufort girls" recruited
by the Japancvse and sttacied to thoir Army in Sursa.  Tho Jopnnuso
are roported to heve shipped some 703 of theac 5irls to Jurn in 1942,

EECRUITTGy

Berly in Nay of 1942 Japenese ¢-euts arrived in Xorea for
the purpose of enlisting Korean girls for "oamfort sorvice" in newly
conguered Japenese torritories in Southerst Asin, The nature of thie
"service® wns not specified but it wes assumed to e work conaected
with visiting the wounded in hospitals, rolling bandages, mnd
generally making the soldiers happy, The indusment used Ly these
agonts wes plenty of money, an opportunity to pey off the frnily
debis, essy work, mmd the prospect of « mew 1if¢ in a new land -
Singapore. On the basis of these faloe ropresentations ey uirlds |
enlisted for ovorseas duty end wers rowerded with an sdvanoe of g J
fow hundred yen,

The majority of the rirls were Lziorent and uncducsted,
elthou it a few had beon cornected with Yoldest profeacion on cart:"
tofore. The contract thew signod bound thun o Ay rogalations and

to wor)” for tho "hcuse paatoer" for o period of frau 5ix nonths te a
yoRrr dependins en tho forily de't for wiick they were adwnicol
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Approximetely 800 of these gsirls were recruited in this

) manner end they landed with their Japaneso "house master" at Ranzoon

| around August 20th, 1942, They came in groups of from eirht to

i twonty-two. From here they were distributed to various parts of
Burma, usually to fair sized towns noar Japanose Amy canps e
Eventually four of these units reached the Myitkyina vicinity. They
werosy Kyoei, Kinsui, Bakushinro, end Mamoya. The Kyooi house wns |\
oalled the "Maruyama Club", but was changed whon the ;irls reached
Myitkyina as Cols Maruyoma, commander of the garrison at 13ritlgyina, |
objocted to the similarity to his name. J

PERSONALITY

The interrogations show the average Korcan "comfort ;irl"
to be about twenty five years old, uneducatod, childish, whinsiocal,
and selfish, She is not pretty either by Japanese or Caucasian
standards. She is inoclined to bo egotistical end likes to talk
ebout herselfs Her attitude in front of strangers is quiet and
demure, but she "lmows tho wiles of a woman." She claims to
‘dislike her "profession" and would rathor not talk either about it
or her family. Beocause of the kind treatment she recoived as a

. prisoner from American soldiers at Myitkyina end Ledo, she feols
- * . ¢ 1 %thet they are more emotional than Japanose soldiers, She is

afraid of Chinese and Indien troops.

LIVING AND WORKING CONDITIONSt

S In Myitkyine the girls were usually quartered in e lerge
two story house (usually a school building) with a separato room
for each pgirls There each girl lived, slept, and transaocted

~ business, In Myitkyine their food wes prepared by and purchased

++ from the "house master" as they roceived no regular ration from

- the Japanese Armys They lived in near-luxury in Bume in -

camparison to other placess This was especially true of their -

. Becond year in Buma. They lived well because their food and

. material was not heavily rationed and they had plenty of money
with vhich to purchase desired articles, They were sble to

7 buy cloth, shoes, cipgarettes, and cosmetios to suppleuent tho

- many ifts given to them by soldiers who had received "oamfort

from hame. !
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Do gy - : in Burma iw.m themselves by participating
© . in sports events with both officers and men; and attended :
~ pionioes, ta ts, and social dinners. They had a phono-
~ graph; and in the towns they were allowed %o go shopping.
. : .
. ERIE STSTEG ’
| wuiy : " .
4 The conditions under whioch they transacted business
2 -, were repulated by the Amy, end in conjested areas rezulations

.. Were striotly enforced. The Army found it necessary in con:estod

: 2 .
‘ e i 5_to install a system of prices, prioritivs, and schedulos
M‘@% e e Ll ’

_ in o-partioular ardae. Aovording o o
to interrogations the average system wrs as followsg
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ﬁ:‘l Bﬁm. Officers were ollowed
‘ tlyina 0010 Maruyena )
the average pricc.

: “’ soldiers often lainod &bout congestion in the
0o many mn not served and had to leave

t about ovd'ltuying leave, In order to

set aside certain deys for certain
unit for the day were stationed
8s A roving MP was also on hend
schedule used by the"Kyoeihouse
- of the 18th Dtviaicn while at Liaymyos

CET pl Sunday ==e-emw—- lath Div, quu Staff
3 TR s ;m - — clﬂh'y
. Tuesday =~=—===~- Engineers
5 2 - Wednesday ==w=--= Day off and weskly phypl.oal exam.

Thursday ==-w=-=-- Medics
Friday =—m--=-w- Mountein artillery

~ Saturday ==—e--=-- Transport

otum- were anund to come soven nights a weck. The girls

ineéd that even with the schedule congestion was so ~,rem:t: that
~ they ocould not care for all mutn. thus causing 1ll feelin; omong
m et the lolds.or-.

‘I: A Soldiers would come to the house, pay the price 2nd got
ckets of eu'dbo.r‘ about two inches square with the pricc on
' left side eand the name of the house on the othor side. Each
er's identity or renk wes then established aftor which he
his tum in 1line", The girls wore allowed the prerogative
refusing a autqor. This was oftten done if the person were

drunk,.

w LIVING CONDIT IONSs

; PThe "house master" received fifty to sixty per cent of
‘the pirls! gross earnings depending on how much of a debt each
girl had inourred when she signed her contract. This moant that
in en average month & girl would gross about fifteen hundred yen,
" She turned over seven hundred end fifty to the "mester". Ny
"nasters® made life wery difficult for tho girls by cherpin:; them
high prices for food o.nd other articles.

: ‘ In the lattor part of 1943 the Army issucd orders thot
certain irls who had paid their debt could return home. Somc of
the girls were thus allowed to roturn to Korea.

«
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The interrogations further show that the health of these

¢ girlu was good. They were well supplied with 2ll types of
contracoptives, end often soldiers would bring their own whioch
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had boen supplied by the army. They were woll trained in lookiny,
efter both themselves and customers in the metter of hy:eine. A
re uler Japanese Army doctor visited the houses once a wo:l: and
any ;irl found disecased was given treatment, secluded, and even-
tually sent to a hospital. This same procedure was carried on
within the ranks of the Army itself, but it is intcresting to
note that a soldier did not lose pay during the period he was
conf'ined.

RELCTIONS TO JAPANESE SOLDIERS s

In their relations with the Japanese officers and ien
only two names of any consequence came out of interropations.
They were those of Cols Maruyama, cormander of the garrison at
Myitlyyina, end MajeGen. Mizukemi, who brought in reinforcements.
The two were exact opposites., Tho former was hard, selfish and
repulsive with no consideration for his menj the latter a good,
Irind man and a fine soldier, with tho utmost consideration for
those who worked under hims The Coloncl was a constant habitue
of the houses while the General was nevor Jmown to have visited
theme With the fall of Myitkyina, Cols Maruyama supposedly
deserted while Gen. Mizukami® committed suicide because he could
not evacuate the men e

SOLDIERS' REACT IONSs

The average Jepanese soldier is embarrassed about being
seen in a “oamfort house" according to one of the girls who said,
"whon the place is packed he is apt to be ashamed if he has to
wait in line for his turn". However there were numerous
instances of proposals of marriage and in certajin cases marriages
actually took place,

All the girls agrecd that the worst officers and men
who came to see them were those who were drunk snd leaving ®r the
front the following day. 3ut all likewise agrecd that even though
very drunk the Japanese soldier nevor discussed military natters
or secrots with thems Though the girls might start the converse-
tion about some militery matter the officer or enlisted man would

‘not talk, but would in fact "scold us for disoussing such un-lady
like subjects. Even Col. Maruyama when drunk would never discuss
such natters,"

The soldiers would often express how much they enjoyed
receiving magazines, letters and newspapers from hamo. They also
mentioned the receipt of "comfort bars" filled with cammed ~oods,
mega-ines, soap, handkerchiefs, toothbrush, miniature doll,
lipstick, and wooden clogzse The lipstick end clo;;s were
delinitoly feminine and the rnirls couldn't understand why the
people at hame were sending such articles, They speculated thet
the sender could only have had themsclves or the "native rirls"
in mind.

REACTION TO THE MILITARY SITUiT IONs

It appeers that they 'mew vory little about the militery
siturtion eround Myitkyina even up to and including the time of
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their rotreat and capture. There is howover some information
viorth notings

"In the initial attack on Myitlkyine and the @ir strip
eLout two hundred Japancse died in battle, leaving about two .
hundred to defend tho town, Ammunition was very low.

"col. Maruyame dispersed his mon. During the following
days the onomy were shooting haphazardly everywhore. It was a wastu
since they didn't seum to aim et any particular thing. The
Jepanese soldiers on thu other hand hed orders to fire one shot
et o time and only when they werc sure of a hit."

nefore the enemy attacked on the west air strip,
soldiers stationed around Myitkyina were dispatched elsovwhere
to stom the Allied attack in the North and West. About four
hundred men were left bohind, largely fram the 1ldth Regiments
Evidontly Col, Maruyama did not expect the town to bo attackod.
Lotor Maje Cen, Migulkami of the 56th Division brought in
reinforcements of more than two rogiments but theso were unable
to hold the town. =

It was the concensus among the sirls that Allicd
bomhings were intense and frightening and because of them they
spent most of their lest days in foxholes. One or two even
cerriod on work there. The comfort houses were bombed end
several of the girls were wounded and killed.

RETREAT AI'D CAPTURE;

The story of the retreat and final capture of the
"oomfort girls" is somewhat vague and confused in their own
minds. From various reports it eppears that the following,
oocurreds ‘on the night of July 3lst a party of sixty three
poople including the "comfort ;irls" of threc houses (Balu-
shinro wes merged with Kinsui), fomilies, and helpers, started
across the Irrawaddy River in small boats. They eventually
landed samewhere neer Waingmew, They stayed there until
Adupust 4th, but never eptered Weinguawe. From therc they
followed in thepath of a group of soldiers until August 7th
whon thero was & skirmish with the onemy and the party split
up. The pirls were ordered to follow the soldiors aftor a
throo hour interval. They did this only to find themsclves on
the bank of a river with no sifn of the soldiers or any neans
of crossinze Thoy remained in a nearby house until August 10th
vihen thoy wero ceptured by Kachin soldiors led by an En;lish
officure They were taken to Myitkyina and then to the Ledo
atockade where the interrogations which form tho Lasis of this
report took place.

FROPAGAIDA 5

The rirls Jmew practically nothin, of any prop: na la
loeflots that had boen used aainst the Japanoses Thop hed scon
o fow leaflets in tho hands of the soldiers but st of thon
woro unable to undorstand than as thoy wore in Jopanese mil tho

soldiers rufused to discuss tlem with the ‘irls. One :irl

. N
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«PPENDIX "L

Followin' cru the nmiaes of the twoaty Forean “confort
5irls" end the two Japenesc civilimns interro-oted to ebtain the
infomation used in this report. The Korumn noiwes ~rc

phoncticized.

Nk e DDRESS
le Shin Jyun Nimi 21 Keishonando, Shinshu
2. Kok Yonjc 28 " Sonzenpo, Tunai
3, Pon Yonje 26 " Shiushu
4, Chinga Chunto 21 Keishoholudo, T-ilgmu
S5. Chun Yonja 27 Keishonando, Shinshu
6+ Kinm Venju 25 Keishohlkudo, T-ilgu
7« Kim Yonjeo 19 " "
8. Kim Kenja 25 Keishon~ndo, iins~n
9, Kim Senni 21 W Twihol
10. Kim Kun Sun 22 w, Trilgu
1l. Kim Chongi 26 H Shiushu
12, Pe Kije 27 Ly *
18. Chun Punyi 21 ¥ Keisca Gun,
Knayamen iura
14. Koke Sunyi 21 ¥ X~yro, Solciholu
1o, Ku Ruri
156. Yon Nuji 31 Heionnrndo, loijo
16. Opu Ni 20 . .
17. Kin Tonhi 20 Koikido, Keijo
18« Hea Tonye 21 . *
19. O0ki Song 20 Keishohokudo, Tnilom
20. K¥im Guptoge 21 Zenrannndo, Koshu
Jepanese Civiliansg
l. Kitamura, Tomiko 38 Kedkido, Keijo
2. » Eibun 41 » .




.

-

T o
=




