　　　　月　　　日　, 2014
Lord Mayor Clover Moore

City of Sydney

GPO Box 1591

Sydney, NSW 2001

Australia
Dear Lord Mayor Clover Moore:

I hope this mail finds you in excellent health.

Recently, I knew in an article that Chinese and Korean communities in Australia set up an Anti- Japanese war crimes Alliance, and they are planning to erect a statue of "comfort women" in Sydney.

Also I read another article titled “Australian wartime sex slave, Jan Ruff-O'Hearne hits out at 'hideous Japanese denials” February 25, 2014.　[Attachment 1]
First of all, I must remind you that the word "comfort women" simply signifies “prostitutes at the war”. Japanese traditional periphrastic way of expression replaced the word “prostitutes at the war” with a gentle appellation “comfort women”, respecting the human rights of prostitutes.

I deeply have compassion for hard lots of comfort women (prostitutes at the war). But I strongly protest the assertion of this article. Because it’s a completely misunderstanding that comfort women (prostitutes at the war) were sex slaves and that the comfort women system (prostitutes at the war system) was a crime committed by Japanese army.

The brothel in Semarang in Indonesia where Mrs. Ruff-O'Herne testified to have been was closed quickly by Japanese higher officer as soon as default of military discipline was discovered. This proves that Japanese Army strictly prohibited the forcible prostitution. Furthermore responsible officers of Japanese Army were sentenced to death in 1948 at the Military Tribunal in Netherlands. So the case is quite rare. And this crime has nothing with comfort women system (prostitution at the war system). 

In the first place, there is a big difference on the status between Mrs. Ruff-O'Herne and Korean comfort women (Korean prostitutes at the war). Mrs. Ruff-O'Herne was interned as a citizen of enemy country. On the other hand Koreans were neither enemy nor prisoners. Quite contrary, they had Japanese citizen status. Korea at that time was a part of Japan (Korea was not Japanese colony but annexed to Japan). Koreans had the same equal rights as a Japanese citizen.
Please read Japanese Prisoner of War Interrogation Report No.49 in 1944 by US Army where Korean comfort women were reported as simple prostitutes, not as sex slaves (it’s quite indisputable) [Attachment2]
A comfort women statue proposed by Korean-Americans was installed last July in a public park in Glendale City, Ca, USA. Great number of Japanese people feel very strong resentment against this situation. As a result, Glendale City becomes most disgusted city among Japanese. Now Japanese in California started a suit for removal of the statue.

This is a very complicated issue at the international level at which local city of Sydney in Australia has nothing concerned. If the same one would be installed, Sydney would have the same destiny of Glendale city, that is, a disliked city among Japanese. I really wish this doesn’t happen.

I hope City of Sydney will make a realistic decision not to be involved in this issue when Chinese and Korean communities make an application for installation of comfort women statue, that is, a statue of prostitutes at the war.
Sincerely yours,

署名

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
なまえローマ字で　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
住所　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 
Japan
[Attachment 1] 

The Sydney Morning Herald February 25, 2014
http://www.smh.com.au/national/australian-wartime-sex-slave-jan-ruffohearne-hits-out-at-hideous-japanese-denials-20140224-33d4o.html
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Australian wartime sex slave Jan Ruff-O'Hearne hits out at 'hideous' Japanese denials

When she was a 21-year-old young woman, Japanese soldiers raped and beat Jan Ruff-O'Herne so many times she lost count.

Along with thousands of other women across Asia she was forced to be a sex slave of the imperial army during World War II.

Now the conservative Japanese government has questioned the testimony of the ''comfort women'' that led to the landmark apology won from Tokyo in 1993.

The move has placed a further pall over Japan's already tense relationship with China as well as South Korea, countries the Japanese occupied and home to most of the estimated 200,000 sex slaves.

'It's just hideous to not acknowledge it, there are so many witnesses who have spoken out about this,'' Mrs Ruff-O'Herne said from her home in Adelaide.

Supporters of the abused women fear an attempt to airbrush history after Japan's chief cabinet secretary Yoshihide Suga last week indicated the government wanted to verify the authenticity of testimony from 16 South Korean women recorded in the lead-up to the 1993 apology.

Jan Ruff-O'Herne at about 17 years of age just before she was captured by the Japanese.

No inquiry has been launched but ultra-conservatives in Japan's parliament dismiss the stories and say there are no documents to prove Japanese soldiers forced women into sexual servitude.

But Mrs Ruff-O'Herne, now 91, said Japanese leaders must come to terms with the country's history of war crimes. She was captured as a teenager with her Dutch parents on Java, Indonesia, and later forced into a brothel. She migrated to Australia in the 1960s.

For 50 years, she kept secret her abuse at the hands of Japanese soldiers, even from her family until speaking out in the early 1990s in support of Korean women seeking an apology from Japan.

''First it was only the Korean women, and nobody took any notice because 'they were only Asian women'. But then when a European woman spoke out the world suddenly took notice,'' Mrs Ruff-O'Herne said.

The pressure led to the Japanese government issuing a remarkable statement of ''apologies and remorse'' for abused women, with a promise to teach people about what had taken place.

Tessa Morris-Suzuki, an expert on modern Japanese history at the Australian National University, said the ''comfort women'' had become symbolic in the revisionist drive trying to argue Japan was as much a victim as the aggressor.

''From the point of view of people like Mr Abe and others in his government, it is something that makes Japan look very bad … they want to say this didn't happen, or it didn't happen the way people think it did - or if it did happen, everybody else did it as well,'' she said.

A spokesman for the Japanese embassy said his government stood by past statements yet believed in more discussions from ''an academic stand point'' on issues surrounding comfort women.

Mrs Ruff-O'Herne said the apology must stand. ''When such a terrible thing happens, you expect an apology. It was important for my healing process. It takes a lifetime to get over a thing like that.''

[Attachment 2]
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PREFACE,

) This report 1s bescd on the infomntion obtained from the
intorrogation of twunty Korecn "oumfort sirle' and two Jopanose
olvillans capbured around tho tenth of iupust, 1944 in tho mopping wp
operations eftor tho fall of kyitkyina in Rummas

| Tho roport shows how tho Japanese recruited these Korcan
yomfort girls', tho conditions undor which thoy lived and worked,

’ their rolations with and reaction to tho Japanose soldior, and their
undorstanding of tho militery situation.

& "oonfort irl" ia nothing more than a prostituto or
yprofessional camp followor" attachod to the Japanoso Army for the.
Denofit of tho eoldiora., The word “oamfort «irl" ia peculiar to the
Japanose. Othor reports show tho "oafort girla" have beon found
Yhorevor it was noceseary for the Japaneso Army to fights  Thi
roport howevor deals only with the Korsan "oaufort girle® recruited
by the Japanoso end attacied to ther Amy in Surma. Tho Jepano
are reported to have shipped somo 703 of theso girls to Jumia in 1942.

RECRUITING

l Eerly in May of 1942 Japanose agents arrived in Foroa for
the purpose of enlisting Korean girls for "samfort sorvice in mewly
gonquered Japanese torritories in Southenst Asin. The naturc of this
Mservice® wrs not specified but it wes assuned to bo work conaocted
with visiting the wounded in hospitals, rolling bandages, mnd
gonorally making the soldiers happy, Tho induoament used by these
agonts wes plenty of money, an opporbunity to pry off the farily
dobts, oasy work, md tho prospoct of r new 16 in a now land -
Sincapore. On the basis of thoco falso roprosentations ramy cirls

) enlisted for overseas duty and were rewarded with an sdvanoe of o
fow hundred yen.

Tho majority of the girla wore imorent and uneducated,
elthou:h a fow had toun connocted with "oldast profession on carth"
ofore. The contract thov signod bound than to Amy rosulations and
o wor'x for tho "house mastor" for a period of frau six nowtha o a
yoar depending on tho fonily debt for waich thoy wore advaeco,
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s DE






[image: image2]

[image: image3]

[image: image4]

[image: image5]


[image: image6]

[image: image7]
＜手紙の日本語訳＞　　　※このページは郵送用ではありません
クローバー・ムーア　シドニー市長　

ご健勝のことと思います。

最近、オーストラリアに在住の中国人と韓国人とが「日本の戦争犯罪糾弾同盟」なるものを立ち上げ、シドニーに慰安婦像を設置する計画がある」ということを、記事で知りました。又　「戦時性奴隷だったオーストラリアのオヘルネさんが、日本のおぞましい戦時犯罪否定を攻撃」という２０１４年２月２５日付けの別の記事も読みました。[添付１]
まずお断りしておきたのは、「慰安婦」という言葉は単に戦時売春婦を指すものです。「慰安婦」という呼称は、売春婦の人権を慮って、日本の伝統的婉曲表現によりやさしい言葉に変えたものです。そこをしっかりご理解ください。

慰安婦（戦時売春婦）の方々が大変苦労されたことに同情を持っています。しかしこの記事に対しては強く抗議します。なぜなら慰安婦（戦時売春婦）が性奴隷であり、慰安婦制度（戦時売春婦制度）が日本軍によって行われた犯罪制度であるという主張は全くの誤解であるからです。

オヘルネさんがいたと言うインドネシアのスマランのオランダ女性の慰安所は日本軍上司が発見した直後に閉鎖されました。これは日本軍が強制売春を取り締まっていたことを証明します。この事件は１９４８年オランダ軍事裁判でとりあげられ、日本軍の被告は死刑になっています。この事件は特別なケースであり、慰安婦制度（戦時売春婦制度）とはなんの関係もありません。

そもそもオヘルネさんの置かれた立場と韓国人慰安婦（戦時晩春婦）との立場には大きな違いがあります。

オヘルネさんは敵国人として収容されていた方です。一方、韓国人慰安婦は敵国人でも捕虜でもありません。そればかりか、彼女たちは日本人としての地位を持っていた人達です。当時の韓国は日本の一部であり（日本の植民地ではなく、日本への併合です）、韓国人は日本人として、同等の市民権を保持していました。

どうか１９４４年の米軍の報告書をお読みください。
[添付UNITED STATES OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION　]
そこには、韓国人慰安婦は単なる売春婦であると報告されています。性奴隷であるなどと報告書にはありません。（当前のことですが）

米国カルフォルニアのグレンデールで昨年の7月、慰安婦像が在米韓国人の提案により公立公園に設置されました。日本人はこれに対して非常に怒っており、グレンデールは日本人から最も嫌われる街になってしまいました。カルフォルニアの日本人は像撤去の訴訟を始めました。

この件は複雑で国際レベルの問題です。オーストラリアのシドニーという一都市が関わる問題ではありません。もし慰安婦像が建ったら、グレンデールと同じように、シドニーは日本人が嫌う街になってしまうでしょう。その様なことが起こらないことを願います。

中韓のコミュニティーが慰安婦像設置を申請した場合、この問題にかかわることは賢明でないとシドニー市が判断をすることを望みます。
署名
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their rotroat and capture. There is howover some inforaation
worth notings

"In the initial attack on kyitkyina and the air strip
sut two hundred Japancse died in battle, leaving about two
huadred to defond tho towns Ammwnition was vory low.

"Gol. Naruyame dispersed his i Durin;
s the onomy Woro shooting haphazardly ovorywhoros
sinos they didn't secm to ain at any particular thing. Tho
Jopanose soldiers on tho othor hand hed orders to fire one shob
at o tino and only When thoy werc sure of a hit."

Rofore tho enemy attacked on tho wost air strip,
soldiors stationed oround Myitkyina woro dispatched olsuwhere
%o st tho Allied attack in tho North and Wost. Avout four
hundred nen were loft bohind, largely fram the 114th Resinents
Evidontly Col. Xaruyama did not expoct the town to bo attackod.
Lotor Naje Cen. Misulani of the 56th Division brought in
reinforcbments of more than two rogiments but theso woro wmable
to hold the tom. -

It was the conoonsus omong the ;irls that Allicd
baurings were intenso and frightoning and booause of tham thoy
spent most of thoir lest days in foxholes. Ono or two evon
carriod on work theres The camfort houses were bambod and
sevoral of the girls wore wounded and killods

RETREAT AD CAPTURE;

The story of the rotreat and final capturc of tho
Woomfort girls" is somowhat vaguo and confused in their own
ninds, Fram various roports it appears that tho following
ooourreds -on the night of July 3lst a party of sixty throo
pooplo inoluding tho "oamfort :irls® of threo houses (Ralai-
shinro was morged with Kinsui), fomilics, and holpers, started
across tho Irrewaddy River in emall boats. They evontually
landed samevhere noer Waingnaw, They stayed thoro until
iugust 4th, but novor entered Waingum. From thoro they
Tollowed in thepath of a group of soldiers until August 7Tth
wion thoro was & skimish with tho cnemy and tho party eplit
up. The pirls wero ordered to follow tho goldiors afber a
throo hour interval. Thoy did this only to find thensvlves on
tho hank of a rivor with no sign of the soldiors or my nowis
of crossing. Thoy remoined in o noarby housv until Aurust 10t
vher: thoy wero captured by Kachin soldiors lod by an En:lish
oflours Thoy wore talen to lyitkyina and thun to tho Lido
stockado whore the interrogations Which form the lasis of
roport took place.

rlc know practioally nothin, of aay prop: nad
lueflote that had bor thoe Japano:

o fow loaflets in tho honds of thc soldie;

1o to undorst:
iused to Ais




[image: image11.png]had boen supplied by tho amy. They were woll trained in lookin
aftor both thenselvos and customors in tho matter of hy eino. 4
re uler Japaneso Arny dootor visited the housos onoo a wo l: and
@y sirl found disoased was givon troatment, secluded, and even-
tuslly sent to a hospital. This same procedure was carried on
within tho ranks of the Amy itsolf, but it is intorosting to
noto that a soldier did not lose pay during tho poriod he was
confined.

S_T0 JAPANESE SOLDIERS:

In their rolations with tho Japanose officers mnd men
only two names of any consequence cano out of interrogationss
Thoy wero those of Col, Maruyama, conmander of the parrison at
Ayitiyina, and Maj.Gen. Misukeni, who brouzht in reinforccnents.
The two wero exact opposites, Tho formor Was hard, selfish and
repulsive with no consideration for his menj tho latter a good,
kind pan and a fino soldier, with tho utnost consideration for
thoso Who worked undor him, Tho Colonol was a constant habitue
of the houses whilo tho Gemeral was novor known to havo visited
them. With tho fall of Xyitkyina, Cols Naruyana supposedly
dosorted while Gen. Nizulamicomnittod suicido because he could
not evacuats the menw

‘SOLDIERS! REACTIONS:

The everage Jepanese soldior is embarrassed sbout being
gseen in a “oamfort house" according to one of tho girls who seid,
“whon the placo is packed he is spt to bo ashamed if ho has to
wait in lino for his turn". Howover there were numerous
instancos of proposals of marriage and in certajn cases marriages
actually took places

AlL the girls agrecd that the worst officers and men
o oamo to seo them Wore those Who Wero drunk snd leaving Hr the
front the'following day. 3ut all likewiso agreod that evon though
vory drunk the Japanese soldier novor discussed military matbors
or secrots with thems Though the ;irls might start tho convorse-
tion about samo military matter the officor or enlisbed man would
not talk, but would in fact "scold us for disoussing such wn-lady
1iko subjocts, Even Cols Maruyama when drunk would mever discuss
such mattors.!

The soldiers would ofter express how much they enjoyed
roceiving magazines, lotters and newspapors from hamv. They also
mentioned the receipt of "camfort base" filled with camsed oods,
nagesinca, soap, handkerchiefs, toothbrush, miniature doll,
Lipstick, and wooden clogss Tho lipstick and clogs wore
dolinitely feminine and the rirls couldn't understand why tho
Pooplo at hame were sending such articles. They speculstod thet
the seader could only have had themsolves or the “nabive irlsh
£ nind.

REASTION_T0 TE MILITARY SITUATION

It appoors tint they 'mew vory littlo about the military
situction eround Xyitkyina even up to and including tho the of

SECRER w0317
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fhe soldiers often camplainod about congestion in the

On many occasions they Wore not servod and had to leave
was very strict about overstaying leave, In ordor to

i ‘this problen the Amy set asido cortain deys for certain

units. Usually two men fram the unit for tho day were statioiod

L et the houso to identify soldiers. A roving MP was also on hend
%o koep order, Pollowing is the schedulo used by the"Kyooi"house
for the warious unite of the 18th Division while at Laymyos

CETY Sunday ==e—=---= 16K Div, Hdqs, Staff
TEBAONE Mondey mmmmmm=m- Cavalry
3 Tuosday =-mmmnn- Buginoors
Wodnosday =-mm-—-= Day off and weokly physical exwn.

Thuraday =---n-- Hodios
Friday  =-m--o-e- Yountain artillery

Seturdsy -—-—nn- Transport

Officers wore allowod to como Soven nights & weoks The girls
ocamplainéd that even with the schedule congestion was so greet that
they could mot care for all guests, thus osusing 111 focling muong
many of the soldiers. 2

‘ Soldiers would oome to the house, pay the price end got
| ‘#lokots of ocardboard about two inchos square with the prico on
“%ho loft sido and the name of the house on tho othor sido, Each
* Boldierts identity or renk was then established affer which he
®took his turn in 1ine", The girls worc allowed the prerogative
of rofusing a customers This Was often done if tho person were
o0 drunk,

PAY_AND_LIVING CONDITIONSs

Pho ®house master® received fifty to sixty per cont of
‘the_pirls! gross earnings depanding on how smch of a debt each
girl had inourred whon she sigied her contract, This noant that
1 an averags nonth & girl would gross about fiftoon huadred ven,
Bno turned over soven hundred and fifty to tho “mester'. Yny
*nastors® made 1ife very difficult for tho girls by oherpin: them
high prices for food and other articles.

In the latbor part of 1943 tho Army issucd orders thot
certain girls who hed paid thoir dobt oould return hano. Somc of
the girls were thus allowed o roturr to Koroa.

The intorrogations further show that the health of theso
girls was good. They wero well supplied with oll types of
sontracoptives, end often soldiers would bria
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[image: image13.png]Approxinately 800 of those sirls wore recruited in thi
nanzer ond they landed with thoir Japanoso "house nastor® ab Ranzoon
around August 20th, 1042, Thoy camo in groups of fram oicht to
fwenty-two. From hero they wore distributod to various parts of
Duma, usually to fair sized towns noar Japanose Amy oumpss
Bventually four of these units rachod the Myitkyina vicinity., They
woros Kyooi, Kinsui, Bakushinro, ond Namoya. The Kyool house was
callod the "Maruyana Club", but was changod whon the girls resched '\
Myitkyina as Cols Neruyama, commander of the garrison at Myitliyina, |
objoctod to the similarity to his nane.

LT
The interrogations show the average Koroan "oamfort sirl®

%o be about twenty five yoars old, uneducatod, ohildish, whiasioal,
and solfish, She 18 not pretty eithor by Jopanose or Coucnsian
standards. Sho is inolined to bo egotistical rnd likes to talk
ebout horselfs Her abbitude in front of stringors is quiot and
danure, but she "knows tho wiles of o waman." She olains to
dislike hor "profession® and would rathor not talk either about it
or her fanily. Because of tho kind treatment she received s a
prisoner fram Amorican soldiers at Myitkyina end Ledo, sho fools

% %hot: thoy are moro omotional than Japanose soldiers. She is

afraid of Chinese and Indian £roops e e
LIVING AND WORKING CONDITIONS:

In Myitkyine the girls were usually quertered in & lorge
two story house (usual chool building) with a separato room
for oach girls There oach girl lived, slept, and transacted
businesss  In Myitkyina their food was propared by and purchasod

++ from the "house master" as thoy roceived no rogular ration fram
the Japancse Amys They lived in noar-luxury in Bume in
ocomparison to other placess This was especially true of thoir -
second yoar in Buma. They lived well beoause their food and
© matorial was not heavily rationed and they had plemty of monoy
with vhich to purchase dosired articles, Thoy were eble to
buy cloth, shoes, eigarettos, and commotics to supplauont tho
mary Gifts given to thes by soldiers who had recoived "oomfort
bags® from hano. 5
. ﬁh Burma they emused themselves by participnting
. in sports with both officers and menj end attended
pionios, entertaiments, and sooial dinnors. Thoy had a phano-
~ greph) and in the towns thoy were allowed %o fo shoppinge

. mRuE sYSTRMG +
b Tho conditions undor whish they transacted business
, Were rogulatod by tho Amy, end in concestod aress rogulabi,
., | wore strictly eforoed. The Army found it necossary in con:
o to install a systom of prices, prioritivs, and schedulos

¥ €No veriout-untts-operating in -o-partioular srdae. Aesording .
o intorrogations the averago system whe as followsy
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