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UNITED STATES OFFICE OF WiR LI'FORATION

Z Psycholopical Warforo Team .

/ attached to U.S. Army Forces India-3urma Theator.
APO 689
Japenese. Prisoner Placc interrognteds Ledo Stocikade
of War Interftoration Dete interroateds Au‘e 20 - Sept.1C, 1S
Report No. 49, Date of Roport; Octoter 1, 1942
By T/3 Alox Yorichi

Prisoners; 20 Korean Comfort Girls .
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PREFACE s

This report 1s vasc¢d on the infomation obtained from the
interrogation of twenty Korecn “camfort rirls™ end two Jopanose
oivilians captured around thc tenth of sujust, 1944 in the mopping up
operations efter tho fall of liyitkyina in Rurma.

The report snows how tho Japanese rocruited these Korcvan
"oamfort girls", the conditions under which they lived and worlcd,
their relations with and reaction to the Japanese soldior, and their
understandin~ of tho militery situation,

& "comfort - irl" is nothing mors than a prostitute or
“"professional camp follower™ attachod to the Japanese Armmy for the
benefit of the soldiers. The word "camfort -irl" is peculiar to the
Jopanese. Other reports show the "ocamfort girls" heve bcen found
wherever it was nocessary for thc Japenesc Arzy to fight., This
report however deals only with the Korean “caufort girls™ recruited
by the Japanose and attedied to their Armmy in 3urma. Tho Jopanocse
are reported to have shipped some 703 of thesc zirls to Jun.a in 1942.

RECRUITINGy

Berly in May of 1942 Japenese apgents arrived in Korea for
the purpose of enlisting Korean girls for “ocomfort sorvice" in newly
conquered Japaness tecrritories in Southenst Asia. The naturc of this
"gervice® wrs not specified but it wes assumed to “e worlk conaected
with visiting the wounded in hospitals, rolling bendages, ond
generelly making the soldiers happy. The induccnent used by these
agents was plenty of monsy, an opportunity to pey off the fanily
debts, oasy work, cnd the prospect of e new 1lifc in a new land -
Sin;apore. On the basis of thesu false ropresentations many ;irls .
enlisted for overseas duty and werc rewerded with an advence of a !
few hundred yen.

The majority of the girls wore imorant and uneduc~ted,
elthou.h a fow had toun connocted with “oldest profescion on carth"
tofore. The contract thov signed bound thunr to Amy re mlatiosns and
to wor'- for tho "house mastor" for 2 period of fram six ronihs %o a
vear dependin: on tho feriily dobt for which they were adw=-cog
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Approximately 800 of these irls wure recruited in this
monner end they landed with their Japanoso "house mastor® at Ranroon

around Au'ust 20th, 1942, Theyr camo in groups of from ei-ht to
twenty-two. From herc they were distributod to warious perta of
Burma, usually to fair sized towns noar Japancse Amy canps . :
Eventually four of thess units reached the Myitkyina vicinity. The
weresy Kyoei, Kinsui, Bakushinro, end Mamoya. The Kyooi house wns
calloed the "Maruys.ma Club", but was changed whon the (irls resched °
Myitkyina as Coles Maruyoma, commander of the garrison at Lyitlyina,
objoctod to the similarity to his nane,

P Y

PERSONALITY:

The interrogations show the average Koroan ®comfort :irl®
to be about twenty five years old, uneduocatod, childish, whiaisieal,
and selfish, 8he is not pretty either by Jopanese or Caucasian
standards, 8he is inoclined to bu egotisticel end likes to talk
sbout herself, Her attitude in front of strangers is quiet end
demure, but she "knowe the wiles of a woman.® 8he claims to
dislike her "profsssion®™ and would rathor not talk either about it
or her family. Beceuse of the kind treatment she recvived as a
: prisoner fram American soldiers at Myitkyina end Ledo, she feels
; , © -7 that they are moreo ocmotional than Japanese uoldioru. Bhg is )
E afraid of Chinese and Indian troops. TR o

1 LIVING AND WORKING CONDIT IONS! | , 1

: ' In Myitlkyine the (irls were usumally qQuartered in e large

[ : two story house (usually a school building) with a separatc room
for each girl. There each girl lived, slept, and transaocted
businesas In Myitkyine their food was prepared by and purchased
from the ®house mester® es they received no regular ration from
the Japanese Army. They lived in near-luxury in Buma in
oamparison to other places. This was especially true of their .
soecond year in Burme, They lived well because their food and

- material was not heavily rationed and they had plenty of money
with which to purchase desired articles. They were able to
buy ocloth, shoes, olgarettes, and cosmetios to supplenent tho

3 many ;lftd given to them by soldiers who had rooeiwd % oomfort

A - bagl" fram hame.

TSR S

;o ]M.h in Bum thoy emused themselves by partioipntmg
PN | -1 apox-ta events with both offlicers.and mens and attended
pioniocs, entertaimments, and sooial dinners. They had a phono-
* graphj and in the towns they were allowed %o o shopping.

: I  + . PRIOE SYBTEMs | ' l

Tho oonditions under which they transacted business
were repulated by the Army, end in oconsested areas regulations
" were striotly enforoed. The Army found it neocessary in coniestod
o b}z areas to install a system of prices, prioritice, and schedulos ‘
T 7T for tHe variouf-units-operebing in o-partioular srdae. Aevording  vr oo
to interrogations the averegs system wrs as followsg
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8oldiersg 10 to B AL 1,60 yen 20 to 80 ninutes
2, ¥0Os - 6P Yo O P 8600 yon 30 to 40 minutus
”ﬁ 8 Ofﬁ.oerl 9P tol2 BRI 5,00 yem 30 to 40 ninutos

o ® : :
These were average prices in Oentral Bumma, Officers wers cllowed
%o stay owernight for twenty yen., In Myitkyina Ool. Maruwrens
nslashed the prh:u ‘to almost ono-half of tho average pricc.
- BCEEDULES s
The soldiers often camplainod about congestion in the
houses., On many oocasions they were not served and had to leave
@8 the army was very strict about overstaying leavs, In order to \
. overoame this problem the dmmy set aside certain days for ocertain
~units. Usually two men fram the unit for the day were statioaed
at the house to identify soldiers. A roving MP was also on hend
to keep order, Following is the sachedule used Ly the'Kyoei"house
for the wvarious units of the 18th Division while at iLiaymyos

' Sunday -==—=-—-= 18th Div, Hdqs, 8taff |
- Monday m=~==-=e- Cavalry |
Tuesday «-~e=~===-- Engineers

Wednesday ==—w=--= Day off and weskly physical exam.
Thursday e=---.=-~ Medios

Friday --=-=e==-= lountein artillery
I 8aturday ==—e=—==- Transport
Officers were allowed to come soven nights a weck, The 3irls
1 oamplained that even with the schedule congestion was so greet that

they oould not oare for all guests, thus causing 11l feelin: anonj
many of the'aoldiera.

S8oldiers would ocome to the house, pay the price end ot
| tickets of ocardboard about two inchos square with the pricc on

‘ the left side and the name of the house on the othor side, Each ‘
soldier's identity or rank wes then established aftcr which he ‘
®took his tum in line®, The girls woro allowed the prerogative

of refusing e mataner. This was often done if the person were
too drunk,

PAY_AND LIVING COWDIT IONSs

The ®house master" received fifty to sixty per cont of
‘the 7irls' gross earnings depending on how much of a debt each
girl hed inourred when she signed her contract, This mecant that
dn en averapgs month a girl would zross about fiftoon hwidred ven,
~ 8he turned over seven hundred snd fifty to the "mester®, Y-nv

! "nasters® made life wvery difficult for tho girls by chernin: them
: high prices for food and other articles,

In the lattor part of 1943 the Army issucd ordors thot
oertain irls who had paid their dobt could return hamu.
the irls were thus ellowed to roturz to Koroz.

Sonic of

The interrogations further show that the health of these
girls was good. They were well supplied with 2ll types of
oontracoptives, end often soldiers would brin- their ovm whioch
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had boen supplied by the army, They wore woll trained in loo'sin
eftortboth thenselvos and customers in the meatter of k7 eino, A“
r¢ uler Japaneso army doctor visited the houses onoo & wo :: and
ey ;irl found discased was givon treatment, secludod, and evon-
tually” sent to a hospital. This same procedure was carrisd on
within the ranls of the Army itsolf, but it is intcrosting to
noto thet a soldier did not lose pa: durin; the period he was
confined .

RELCTIONS TO JAPANESE SOLDIERS

In their relations with the Japanose officers aend iion
only two nemes of any consequenco camo out of interro~atious.
Thoy woere those of Col. Maruyama, cormander of the parrison at
Fyitlqrina, and Maje«Gen. Mizukemi, who brouzht in reinforcemonts. |
The two were exaot opposites, Thu former was hard, selfish and
repulsive with no consideration for his men3 the latter a :o0o0d,
I:ind man and a fine soldier, with tho utmost consideration for
thoso who worked under hime The Colonul was a constant habitue .
of the houses while tho General was nevor nown to have visited
theme With the fall of Myitkyina, Col. Maruyama supposedly
deserted while Gen, Misukamivoommitted suicidc because he could
not evacuats the men &

SOLDIERS' REACT IONSs

The evurage Jepanese soldier is embarressed about being
seen in a "oamfort house" acoording to one of tho girls who seid,
"whon the place is packed he is apt to be ashamed if he has to
wonit in line for his turn®. However there were numerous
instancus of proposals of marriage and in certain cases marriages
actually took placc,

All the rirls apgrecd that the worst officers and men
wlio came to see them were those who were drunk end leavin: ®r the !
front the following day, 3ut all likewise agrecd that even though
very drunk the Japanese soldier nevor discussed military matters
or secrets with theme Though the zirls mipcht start the conversea-
tion about same military matter the officer or enlisted man would
not talk, but would in faoct "socold us for discussing such un-lady
lile subjects, Even Col. Maruyama when drunk would never discuss
such natterse®

The soldiers would often express how much they enjoyed
receiving magazines, letters and newspapors fram homcs They also
mentioned the receipt of "comfort ba-s" filled with canned :oods,
maerines, soap, handkerchiefs, tootnbrush, miniature doll,
lipsticlk, and wooden clojse The lipstick end clo;;s wore
derinitcly feminine and the «irls couldn't understand why the
pceople at hame were sendin: such articles, They speculetcd thet
tc seander could only have had themsolves or the "native -irls"
i rind,

PEACTICI TO THE MILITARY SITUu.T 10Hs

It uppoors tiat theyr ‘ziew vory littlo aout the adliter::
situ~tion eround Myitkyina cven up to and includin; the cine of
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their rctrcat and capture. There is howcver some inforistion
viorth notings

€ "In the initial attacl: on Mritlorine and the air strip
e..out two hundred Japancse died in battle, lonvin:, oot two
Puidred to defond tho town, Ammunition was vor.- low.

"Cols Maruyamc dispersed his nwun. Durin: iho followin .
dirs tho onony were sheotinz haphazardly uvexjrvr}wro; It vas a waste
sinc. they didn't seum to aim at any particular thing. The
Jepanoso soldiers on thou other hand hed orders to fire one shot
et 2 time and only wher they werc sure of a hit."

“ofore the enemy attacked on the wost air strip,
soldiors stationed around Myitkyina werc dispatched olsuvhere
to stoi tho Allied attack in the North and Wost. About four
huwidred men were loft bohind, larsely fram the 1ll4th Re inient,
Evidontly Col,. Maruyama did not expoct the town to be attaclod.
Letor Maje CGen. Nizulmmi of the 56th Division brouzht in
reinforcoenents of more than two rcesiments but theso were umstle
to hold the town, ’

It was the conconsus amonp the ~irls that Allicd
baihings were intense and frightening and because of thom thev
spent most of their lest days in foxholes. One or two evon
cerriod on work there, The camfort houses were bombed and
several of the girls wore wounded and killed.

RETREAT AD CAPTURE,

The story of the rotreat and final capture of the
"comfort irls™ is samowhat vague and confused in their own
minds. From various ruports it eppears that the following
oocurrodsg ‘on the night of July 3lst a party of sixty threo
pcoplo inocluding tho "ocamfort :irls™ of threc houses (Balu-
shinro was morged with Kinsui), familicvs, and heolpers, started
scross the Irrawaddy River in small boats. They evoutually
landed samewhiere noer Weingmew, They stayed theru until
aupust 4th, but never entered Weinmuaw, Fram theru they
followed in thepath of a group of soldiers until Aujust 7th
vihon there was a skirmish with tho onemy and tho partyr split
up. The rirls weoro ordercd to follow tho soldiorc after a
hroo hour intorwl. Thoy did this onlvs to find thoursclves an
the banl of a river with no sim of tho soldiors or any 1cans
of crossin;e Thouy remcined in @« noarby houso until Ju-ust 10th
wiher: thoy werou copturod by Keachiin sollliors lod oy an Iin ligh
o™icure Thoy were talien to Lyitlzyina and thun to thou Ledo
etockade whore tho interrojutions which formn tiic Lasis of this
roport toolr place.

FROFATA:DA
The irls Jawow practicll - ioth o, off any, jpro A

lucilots that had Lo used e ainst the Japoanose, T el soun

o Towr loullets in tho hhinds of tie soldiors tmt :osi o:

wore anatde to widersized fhilasSkEstov o menc o Jepisseaec 111 L0

solddersiyviis el YoRlasS s i anlniebiittho S i rHi s cf Dast
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remenbercd tho leaflet ebout Col. Yeruyema (epparectl; it wcs ;
Myitiyina Troop appesl), but she did not beliewo it. Othors hecrd ‘
the soldiers disoussing lgefleta fram timc to timc but no tonzidlo |
rcuerks resulted from their oe.veldrq,p;ng. Howover it is mtcrout \
ing to note that ome ofﬁ.cer qurenod the view that "Japan can't win

this war®, , v B, . ‘\
' ‘ B TP
Nous of w@& \ %, Youdspenkor
: used et Myitkyina, bﬂ ay cmrhanr Ioldioi'?%entm ‘8 |
. "radio broasdcas¥®, - . ,

! They anksd bg“it leaflots tellinl, of the oopture of tho ‘
‘ % Camfort giris" showuld not be used for it would endanzer the lives
of other girls if the itmy know of Yhelir capburs, fhey did think ‘

it would be a good 1den" ‘%o utilise, N fook of their oopture in eny
droppings planned for Korea,
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. Followin . cru thu ncacs of the twenty Forein “cailtord g
;;irls“ end the two Japenesc oivilirns intcerro/otid to chtia the ‘
infomation used in this rcport. The Koruc ndws -~ro < ‘

phoncticized.
N o ~DDRLSS
l, Shin Jyun Nimi 21 Xcishonando, Shinshu
2. Kol Yonjec 28 it S~azeano, Tuaci
3, Pon Yonje 26 u Shiushu
4, Chinso Chunto 21 Keishonokudo, T-ilgu
6, Chun Yonjc 27 Keishon~ndo, Shiushu
6. Kim U'rnju 25 iteishohkude, T-ilgma
7. Kim Yonje 19 " "
8, Kim Kenjz 25 Keishon~ndo, ii-8-1
9, Kim Senni 21 u ITwaho'u
10, Kim Iun Sun 22 i Trilzyu
1l. Kim Chongi 26 i Shiishu
‘ 12, Pr Kij- ’ 27 » "
! 13. Chun Punyi 21 i veisca AL,
! Kavaacn 1 ur-
\ 14. Koke Sunyi 21 u Ko, Sclribou
1w, Ku niurd
15, Yon huji 31 Heionn-ndo, iuijo
16, Opu Ni 20 " "
17. Kin Tonhi 20 Koeikido, Keijo
18. - He Tonyo 21 u n
19, Oki Song 20 Keishohokudo, Tnikma
20, Yim Guptoge 21 Zonranrndo, Xoshu
Jepanesc Civillansy
1, Kitamura, Tomiko 38 Kedkido, Koa.jo
"

2. " Eibun 41
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