
Comfort Women Issue
~ Time to Move on ~ 



Japan and South Korea Reach Deal on 'Comfort Women'
on December 28, 2015

In this agreement: 
1) Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe formally apologized and expressed remorse to 

the comfort women.
2) The Japanese government will pay 1 billion yen (8.3 million dollars) to assist the 

surviving comfort women in South Korea to resolve the issue between Japan and 
South Korea finally and irreversibly.

3) South Korea pledged that if Japan meets the terms of this agreement, it will refrain 
from criticism regarding this issue in international forums and make an effort to 
talk to Korean organizations to remove comfort women monument outside the 
Japanese Embassy in Seoul.

4) Both Japan and South Korea pledge not to criticize each other in international 
forums after this agreement.

(photos: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan  http://www.mofa.go.jp/)



The Treaty on Basic Relations between 
Japan and the Republic of Korea
signed on June 22, 1965 
(instruments of ratification on December 18, 1965)

With the Treaty, the agreements between Japan and Korea concerning the settlement of problems 
in regard to property and claims and economic cooperation was also signed.

By this Agreement, problems in regard to property and claims between Japan and Korea have been 

settled completely and finally.

Japan provided South Korea with $300 million grant in economic aid and $200 million in 

loans together with $300 million in loans for private trust, a total of $800 million as 
"economic cooperation“. 



Mr. Seiji Yoshida

”Korean Comfort    
Women and Japanese 
People”
Published in 1977

“My War Crimes 
- The Forced Transport 
of Koreans “
Published in 1983

In his book “My War Crimes”, 
he confessed that he conducted 
women hunting at Jeju(Cheju) 
Island, Korea. 

In 1995,  he admitted and revealed 
that his confessions are fiction.



Newspaper advertisements recruiting 
comfort women (during World WarⅡ)

Advertisement in Mainichi Shinpo
October 27, 1944 

(Chart: Japanese Women for Justice and Peace , and other contributors)



Yoshida’s 2nd book: “My War Crimes - The Forced 

Transport of Koreans “ - Published in 1983

First Appearances  of Mr. Yoshida’s fictitious Story on Asahi Newspaper

- Sept. 2, 1982

First Testimony of comfort women 
on Asahi Newspaper

- Aug. 11, 1991First Press Briefing with former comfort women in Korea

- Aug. 14, 1991



Jeju(Cheju) Island News
on August 14, 1989 (article written by Ms.許栄繕/Heo Young-Seon)

《44 years after the Liberation of the 
Korean Peninsula, a book which claims 
an abduction of 205 women by the 
author from Cheju Island during the 
Japanese rule is giving a tremendous 
shock to the people of  Korea. 
Nonetheless, knowledgeable people 
are concerned with the lack of 
evidence  to the story. (The story told 
by Yoshida is summarized here by Hata 
in his original article. But it is skipped.)

But, almost nobody confirmed the 
stories in the book such as 15-16 
women were forcefully abducted at the 
shell-button factory n Kiyamaura, or 
several women were taken away in 
Hokanri or elsewhere for sending them 
as comfort women.

The People on the Island just proclaim them as 
“fabricated,” and suspect seriously the credibility of 
the stories. A lady in Kiyamaura, Chong Oktang (85), 
stated “It would have been a big incident if 15 women 
were taken away in this small village having only 250 
houses, Such an incident never happened here.”

A  local historian, Kim Bon-Ok stated with anger “Since this 
book was published in 1983 in Japan, I have undertaken 
surveys to check the accuracy, but found that the stories in the 
book were not factual. This book appears to be a product of 
commercialism of an unethical and superficial Japanese.” 》

(translated by Ikuhiko Hata, Ph.D.)



Asahi Newspaper’s Misreports

First Appearances

- Sept. 2, 1982

then… Spread throughout Korea 
Asahi Newspaper’s 
Massive Campaign 

In the 1990’s
The Dong-a Ilbo

- Mar. 23, 1992

The 
Kyunghyang
Shinmun

- Aug. 12, 1992



First Testimony of comfort women 
on Asahi Newspaper

- Aug. 11, 1991

The Japanese 
Women’s 
Volunteer Corps

In Dec. 23, 2014, Asahi officially corrected their 
mistake for misquoting of the “Japanese Women’s 

Volunteer Corps” 
as “Comfort Women”. 

But they have never provided sexual services to 

the Japanese Military during the World War II.



Asahi Newspaper’s 
Admission of Misreporting

(←)Asahi Newspaper - Aug. 5, 2014

(↑) News Conference,

(←) Asahi Newspaper 

- Sept. 12, 2014 Asahi Digital 

(→)

(↓) 

- Dec. 23, 2014 



ODA (Official Development Assistance)

(source,: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan)



Contributions from Japan to Korea as of 1965

(photo Mizuma, Masanori “ひと目でわかる「日韓併合」時代の真実”  published by PHP Institute )

Japan provided South Korea with $300 million grant in economic aid and $200 million in loans together with $300 million in 

loans for private trust, a total of $800 million as "economic cooperation“. Also Japan built & left these properties:

The Colonial 
Government 
Building

Medical School 
of Seoul 
Imperial 
University

High 
School 
Buildings 

Hospital 
Buildings

Seoul 
Station

Railroad 
Bridge 
over Han 
River

Hydro 
Dam 

Steel 
Mill
Buildings

Hotel 
Seoul

Main Post 
Office of 
Seoul

Headquarter 
Building of 
Bank of 
Korea in 
Seoul

Post office 
in Pyongyang

Bank 
Branches 
in Incheon

Rice Field

(1) Government and Judicial System
(2) Security and Public Order
(3) Educational System
(4) Korean Imperial Household
(5) Industry and land Management
(6) Transportation
(7) Public Health
(8) Military Service

These 
infrastructures  are 

estimated 
at $600 billion  

asset  value 
as of today.

Korea Rail 
Network



Contributions from Japan to ROK after1965 (1)

(1) 1965   Settlement for Infrastructures: worth as much as [1]$600 billion as of today.
(2) 1965   Agreement Between Japan and the Republic of Korea Concerning the Settlement of      

Problems in Regard to Property and Claims and Economic Cooperation:
Economic Cooperation: a total of [2]$800,000,000-. 

(3) Gratuitous Financial Aids (exclude [1]$600 billion)

① upon Agreement on 1965, for economic aid: $300,000,000- (a part of [2]$800 mil.)

② ODA: $13,800,000-

(4) Loans
① upon Agreement  on1965, for Long-term and low-interest loans: $200,000,000- (a part of [2]$800 mil.)

② upon Agreement  on1965, loans for private trust: $300,000,000- (a part of [2]$800 mil.)

(5) ODA (for Economic Cooperation)
 Primary Period of Yen Loans (Agreement on1965, the loan of $200,000,000-)

 Secondary Period of Yen Loans (1971～1982): $745,000,000- (1USD=267JPY)

 Loan by Japan Bank for International Cooperation (1971～1975): $167,000,000- (1USD=302JPY)

 Third Period of Yen Loans (1983～1990): $182,000,000- (1USD=180JPY)

(6) ODA (for Technical Cooperation)

 Primary Period (1965～1998): $106,000,000- (1USD=227JPY)

 Secondary Period (1999～2009): $626,000,000- (1USD=227JPY)

(7) Food Aid  (1969/1970)
 1,333,000 ton (per year for 10 years) 

 750,000 ton: $100,000,000- (Cash Redemption)
 630,000 ton (Actual Reimbursement)

(source,: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan , JICA, IMF “Principal Global Indicator”)



Contributions from Japan to ROK after1965 (2)

(8) Financial Assistances 
 For Asian Financial Crisis (1997): Untied Loan etc $4,350,000,000- + Currency-Swap $5,000,000,000- (max)   

 Economic Cooperation Support (1983～1990): Loan by Japan Bank for International Cooperation $2,100,000,000-
 For the Great Recession (2008): increasing in capital of Currency-Swap from $13,000,000,000- to $ 30,000,000,000-
 For the Great Recession (2011): increasing in capital of Currency-Swap from $13,000,000,000- to $ 70,000,000,000-

(9) Others: Foreign Students and other Exchange Projects
 Contributions to Japan-Korea Cultural Foundation (2014): $1,930,000- (1USD=106JPY)

 Implementation of Japan-Korea Relationship (2014): $530,000- (1USD=106JPY)

 Contribution to Japan-Korea Industry Technology Cooperation (2014): $1,580,000- (1USD=106JPY)

 Others (2011): $7,930,000- (1USD=80JPY) 

 Others (2012): $18,400,000- (1USD=80JPY) 

(10) Apology/Restitution 
 Victims of Nuclear Bombing for Korean Residents in Japan (1991/1993): $32,500,000- (1USD=123JPY)

 Support  for Korean Residents in Sakhalin: a total of $53,000,000- (1USD=150JPY)

 The Asian Women’s Fund (1995): $5,100,000- (1USD=94JPY)

(source,: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan , JICA, IMF “Principal Global Indicator”)



The Asian Women’s Fund

Letter from 
Prime Minister 
of Japan

(source,: The Asian Woman’s Fund)

Letter from the 
President of AWF

Message from Japanese 
Contributor

$20,000-
per person



The Asian Women’s Fund

(source,: The Asian Woman’s Fund)



Monument & Statue Map in U.S.A.

New plan is under way in Fort Lee, NJ.


