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Committee Member Delegation of Japan

Replies to the Committee
Ms. Zonke Zanele MAJODINA (South Africa)

@ Comfort Women slaves Mr. 0. YAMANAKA

Now 20 years so later it is high time for Jg, @ Comfor.t Women not sIave's .
first lesson by replacing the e ic term comfort The expression of sexual slave is not appropriate.
women and referi em properly as enforced sex | would like to point this out once again.

slaves.

L)@ Definition of Slave, Comfort Women not Slaves
The comfort women issue is not one which we

® Definition of Slave

Regarding the use of the term sexual s, | just want to recogniz.e asa slave.ry issue ’:” the preyailing
refer you to 1926 slavery c jon that contains very convention at the t::me. I believe that in 1926
comprehensive and ost widely recognized definition comfort women did not conform the definition of

of slavery. prevailing convention definition at the time.
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United Nations

Consideration of 6®. Report of Japan
111%, Session of Human Rights Comumittee

Records and Comments on

Comfort Women Issue
(Collection of Meeting Records both in Japanese/English)
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In the Human Rights Committee of UN, What were
discussed and concluded on Comfort Women issue?
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statement
(1) Report submitted to Korean [1992 Delighted to receive a red dress and leather shoes from a man

Council for Women Drafted for
Sexual Slavery by Japan

wearing clothing resembling a uniform. Went along with him
right away (otherwise, same as (6)).

(2) Women’ s International War
Crimes tribunal on Japan’ s
Military Sexual Slavery

December 2000

Deceived by Japanese man (comfort station proprietor)

(3) Akahata article

26 June 2002

Kidnapped at bayonet point at the age of 14.

(4) Speech at Kyoto University

12 April 2004

Kidnapped by a man wearing clothing resembling a People’ s
Army uniform.

(5) Koshigaya (Chiba Prefecture)
community meeting

08 March 2005

Kidnapped by a man wearing clothing resembling a military
uniform and brandishing a rifle.

(6) Hearing at U.S. House of
Representatives

15 February
2007

My friend Punsun knocked on my window early in the
morning, and whispered to me to follow her quietly.

(7) Japan Times article

22 February
2007

“On an evening in 1944, Japanese soldiers forced their way
into 14-year-old Lee’ s home and dragged her out by the
neck.”

(8) FCCJ
(Foreign Correspondents’ Club
of Japan)

02 March 2007

A soldier and a woman entered her house between 2:00 and
3:00 a.m. on a bright moonlit night. [The soldier] pointed a
sword at her, covered her mouth and removed her from her
house. The three later met up with another soldier

accompanied by three women; Lee was then put on a train.

(9) New York Times article

06 March 2007

“Japanese soldiers had dragged her from her home, covering
her mouth so she could not call to her mother.”
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Dear Madam,

On the occasion that the Asian Women's Fund, in cooperation with
the Government and the people of Japan, offers atonement from the
Japanese people to the former wartime comfort women, I wish to
express my personal* feelings as well.

The issue of comfort women, with an involvement of the Japanese
military authorities at that time, was a grave affront to the honor
and dignity of large numbers of women.

As Prime Minister of Japan, I thus extend anew my most sincere
apologies and remorse to all the women who underwent
immeasurable and painful experiences and suffered incurable
physical and psychological wounds as comfort women.

We must not evade the weight of the past, nor should we evade our
responsibilities for the future.

I believe that our country, painfully aware of its moral
responsibilities, with feelings of apology and remorse, should face up
squarely to its past history and accurately convey it to future
generations.

Furthermore, Japan also should take an active part in dealing with
violence and other forms of injustice to the honor and dignity of
women.

Finally, I pray from the bottom of my heart that each of you will find
peace for the rest of your lives.

Respectfully yours, (KL F#E)
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