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HELEN MEARS

196 ' MIRROR FOR AMERICANS

China and Russia for the most acceptable motive — Korean “inde-
pendence” and if, after the second war, they forgor what it was
they had foughe for, they were encouraged by international prac-
tice which they followed to the lecter, Tt was by weary with the
Korcan Governmene thae the Japanese Foreign Office was given
“eontrol and direction” of Korea's “external relations and aflairs”;
and that a Japanese Residenc-General was given authority in the
Korean eapital. Tn 1907, when the Korean Emperor tried o pro-
tese to the Second Hague Conference (the Association of Peace.
Loving People of thae period), his representatives were not given
a hearing, and the Emperor was forced 1o abdicare, When, in 1910,
the Japanese annexed Korea, it was because the new Emperor
“petitioned” them o do so, In commenting on Japan's relations
with Iorea, many pre-Pearl Harbor Western historians have nored
how punerilions the Japanese were in following the legal niceties
of international relations as wught them by the Western Powers,
As Professor Trear comments, © . . every step in the process was
‘corcect’ diplomarically, and the final ANNEXATION Was consummared
by . . . treaty, not proclamation.” As a matter of record, Japan's
annexation of Korea had considerably more "legal” documentarion
than most of the empire-building of the Western Powers,

Reterring o his Tapancse empire-building, the Fortsrme adienre
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f/‘US Army Report No.49 of 1 October 1944 (NARA)

UNITED STaTES OFFICE OF WwR D'FOICATION

3 Psyrcholorlcal Warforos Tuanm @
K attached to U.5. Army Forcos India=-7uria Thootor
LPO GBS
Japanose Prisonor Ploco interropntody L.do Stoclzde
of War Interfoprmtion Deto intorro atuds au’, 20 - Sept.IC, 1sge
Report No. 49, Dote of Report: Octobter 1, 1022
By T/3 Alox Yorichi
Prisonore; 20 Korvan Comfort Girle .
Dato of Coptures aurust 10, 1944
Date of arrival august 15, 1944 .
ot Stookedoy \ (‘Fn.
- SRRt
PREFACE

This report is Lestd on the infomntlon obtained fram the
interrogation of twunty Korocn "eamfort rirls® and two Jopanose
oivilians oaptured around the tenth of aujust, 1944 in the mopping up
operctions efter thu fall of kyitkyina in Bwma.

Thu report sahcws how thu Jopanese rocruited these RKoruon
“samfort girls", the conditions under whish they lived and workwd,
their rolations with and reaction %o the Jspanese soldior, and their
understondins of the militery situation.

& "comfort - irl" is nothing more than o prostitute or
"yrofessional camp folluwor" attachod to the Japanesc Lmy lor the
Yenol'lt of tho soldiers., The word "canfort -irl" ie peculiar to the
Jopanese, Other reports show the “ocamfort girls" have Scen found
wherever it wns nocessary for the Jopeneso Arcy to fight. This
roport howevur deals only with the Koresan "caufort girls® recruited
by the Japanuee and attadied to their dmy In jurma. Tho Jopnnese
ere reported to have shipped some 703 of theso zirls to Jur.a in 1942.

RECRUITING)

Berly in Mey of 1942 Jepanese agents arrived in Korea for
the purpose of emlistinf Korean girls for "eamfort sorvice" in nowly
conquered Japanesu territories in Southenst Asia, The nature of tile
"gervice™ wrs not specified but it wes assumed to “e work conaected
with visiting the wounded in hospitals, rollin; btendapes, snd
generelly making the soldiers happy. The induccment used by these
aconts wes plenty of monsy, an opportunity to pry off the frnily
debts, cesy work, end the prospect of r new 1ife in a now land =
§in_aporo. On the basis of thesu false roprosentations oayy irle
enlisted for overseas duty and were rowerded with an edvencu of a
few hundred yen.
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The Independent &
@Independent

The Viethamese women whose mothers were
raped in wartime seek justice for a lifetime of
pain and prejudice

The Vietnamese women whose mothers were raped in wartime seek justice f...
Tran Dai Nhat still remembers the moment his childhood disappeared forever. The
shy, five-year-old boy survived the bloody curtain call of the Vietnam War and was...

independent.co.uk

https://goo.gl/4gBN5Q
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