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HELEN MEARS

e MIRROR FOR AMERICAMS

China and Russia for the most acceptable motive — Korean “inde-
pendence” and if, after the second war, they forgor what it was
they had foughe for, they were encouraged by international prac-
tice which they followed to the lecter, Tt was by weary with the
Korcan Governmene thae the Japanese Foreign Office was given
“eontrol and direction” of Korea's “external relations and aflairs”;
and that a Japanese Residenc-General was given authority in the
Korean eapital. Tn 1907, when the Korean Emperor tried o pro-
tese to the Second Hague Conference (the Association of Peace.
Loving People of thae period), his representatives were not given
a hearing, and the Emperor was forced 1o abdicare, When, in 1910,
the Japanese annexed Korea, it was because the new Emperor
“petitioned” them o do so, In commenting on Japan's relacions
with Iorea, many pre-Pearl Harbor Western historians have nored
how punerilions the Japanese were in following the legal niceties
of international relations as wught them by the Western Powers,
As Professor Trear comments, © . . every step in the process was
‘corcect’ diplomarically, and the final ANNEXATION Was consummared
by . . . treaty, not proclamation.” As a matter of record, Japan's
annexation of Korea had considerably more "legal” documentarion
than most of the empire-building of the Western Powers,

Reterring o his Tapancse empire-building, the Fortsrme adienre
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/,US Army Report No.49 of 1 October 1944 (NARA)

i UNITED STaTES OFFICE OF WaR L'FOKATION

4 Psycholorical Warfsro Tuam 8
/ attached to U.S. Army Forcos India-7Jumia Thootor
4PO 689
Japanose Prisonor Placo interrogntedy L.do Stoci:nde
of Wor Interforation Deto intorro atudy au’e 20 - Sept. 10, 1548
Report No. 49, Date of Roport; Octoter 1, 1942
) 1/3 Alox Yorichi
Prisoners) 20 Korean Comfort Girls .
Datc of Capture: aurust 10, 1944
Date of Arrival august 15, 1944 %
ot Stookedoy ‘E('P! [.
> SEA t
PREFACE

This report is tastd on the infomation obtained fram the
interrogation of twunty Korecn "camfort rirls" and two Jopancse
oivilians oaptured around the tenth of aujust, 1944 in the mopping up
operctions efter the fall of Lyitkyina in Bwma.

The report saows how thu Jopanese rocruited these Koruan
“"oamfort girls", the conditions under which thoy lived and wor'wd,
their rolations with and rcaction to the Jspanese soldior, and their
understandiny of tho militery situation.

& "comfort irl" is nothing more than o prostituto or
"professional camp folluwor" attachod to the Japanesc amy for ths
bBenolit of tho soldiers. The word "camfort -irl" is puculiar to the
Jopanese. Other reports show the “ocamfort girla" heve bcen found
wherever it was nocessary for thc Jopenesc Arcy to fisht, This
roport however deals only with the Korcan "caufort girls® recruited
by the Japanvee and asttedied to their Army in Surma. Tho Jopnuese
ere reported to heve shipped some 703 of theso zirls to Jur.a in 1942.

RECRUITING

Berly in May of 1942 Jepanese agents arrived in Koroa for
the purpose of enlisting Korean girls for “oamfort sorvice" in newly
conquered Japanesu torritoriee in Southenst &sia. The naturc of thile
"aervice" wrs not specified but it wce assumed to “e work conaected
with visiting the wounded in hospitals, rolling bendages, nnd
generelly making the soldiers happys The induocnent used by these
aconts was plenty of monsy, on opportunity to pry off the frnily
debts, oesy vork, cnd the prospect of r new 1i’c in a now lend -
Sin,_aporo. On the basis of thesu false roprosentations iauy Arle
enlzltod for ovorseas duty and were rewerded with an sdvence of a
few hundred Yyen.
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https://goo.gl/4gBN5Q

Tran Dai Nhat still remembers the moment his childhood disappeared forever. The
shy, five-year-old boy survived the bloody curtain call of the Vietnam War and was

The Vietnamese women whose mothers were raped in wartime seek justice f...
dependent.co.uk
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C. Sarah Soh. The Comfort Women: Sexual Violence and
Postcolonial Memory in Korea and Japan. (University of Chicago
Press, 2008)

Park, Yuha. [ E D&% 1%](Comfort Women of the Empire)
(Asahi Newspaper, 2014)

Koichi Mera, Comfort Women Not “Sex Slaves ", (Xlibris,2015)

Archie Miyamoto. Wartime Military Records on Comfort Women.
(Amazon Digital Services LLC, 2017/ ASIN: BO1INCOKEB4)

Comfort Women Issue From misunderstandings to SOLUTION
https://goo.gl/fKadiB

<AF>
*1 Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women,
its causes and consequences, Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy, in
accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolution 1994/45
E/CN.4/1996/53/Add.1
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1
996/53/Add.1

*2 Treaty on Basic Relations Between Japan and the Republic of
Korea (1965)

Agreement on the Settlement of Problem Concerning Property and
Claims and on Economic Cooperation Between Japan and the
Republic of Korea (1965)
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20583/vol
ume-583-1-8473-English.pdf

*3  Nazi War Crimes & Japanese Imperial Government Records
Interagency Working Group Final Report to the United States
Congress April 2007
http://www.archives.gov/iwg/reports/final-report-2007.pdf
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Japanese Women for Justice and Peace
http://nadesiko-action.org
JapanNetworkl@gmail.com
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the Global Alllance for Historical Truth
http://gaht.jp
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