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1. Opening Remarks
“Korean Distortion of History of Gunkanjima (Battleship Island)”

MATSUKI Kunitoshi -

&

Senior Research Fellow, International Research Institute of Controversial > Lé
Histories GRICH) : “

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for coming. I would like to begin my speech.

Koreans maintain that during World War 11, the Japanese Government forcibly mobilized Koreans
and made them engage in “slave labor” for Japanese companies. However, this is not a historical fact.
Such anti-Japanese, Korean propaganda totally distorts historical facts and tremendously damages
the honor of the Japanese people and tramples on our human rights. We have come here to tell the

world the truth.

Have you ever heard of “Gunkanjima” or “Battleship Island”? Gunkanjima is an island that is a part
of the city of Nagasaki, Nagasaki Prefecture, Japan. Since the end of the 19th century and thereafter,
the island prospered through coal mining. The official name of this island is Hashima, but it is
popularly called Gunkanjima (Battleship Island) because the shape of the island is like that of a
battleship. On this island, young Korean men worked as “wartime laborers” in coal mines, together
with Japanese miners. Koreans have claimed without evidence that they were victims, forcibly
mobilized as laborers and have further proclaimed to the world that this is a “typical example of

Japan’s enslavement of Koreans.”

In August 2017, a film titled Gunkanjima, which features wartime Korean laborers, was first shown
in Korea and then worldwide. However, what the film depicts are tremendous distortions of historical
facts and the entire film is filled with thoroughly insulting and racist depictions of the Japanese

people.

For instance, in this film, Koreans are made to work in hazardous mines. Food and living conditions
are extremely poor, and they are hardly paid their due wages. In the end, Koreans exchange gunfire
with Japanese soldiers and escape from the island. The audience will surely leave with the impression

that “Korean workers and their families were abused as if they were slaves.”

However, all of the things shown in the film are not at all true. According to the testimonies of those
who actually lived in Gunkanjima at the time, there was no discrimination against Koreans. In order
to prevent accidents from occurring, unskilled Korean workers were never made to perform dangerous
operations within the mines. Moreover, at that time, there were no Japanese soldiers in Gunkanjima.
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Only two policemen were stationed there--it was impossible for the Koreans to fight against the
Japanese using firearms. On the contrary, there are many people who testified that the Japanese and

Koreans got along very well with one another, until the end.

During World War II, many Korean workers did in fact come to Gunkanjima, most of whom were
economic migrants, seeking to improve their own financial situation. A few of these workers were in
fact drafted, but they, too, were mobilized as Japanese nationals, and they were no different from
Japanese nationals. Korean workers were provided with food, clothing and housing and they received

handsome wages. There was no “slave labor” as Koreans claim.

However, today, the world is overwhelmed with Korean propaganda. The Japanese who lived in
Hashima before and during World War II receive the most degrading of insults and are denied of their
human rights due to lies that “they abused Koreans.” In Nagasaki Prefecture, people who used to live
in Gunkanjima and their bereaved families have stood up to recover their honor and are working to

let the entire world know the truth about Gunkanjima.
Mr. Sakamoto Michinori, who is the next speaker, used to live in Gunkanjima. Please listen to him
tell you the truth about Gunkanjima. Then, you will understand how badly the Koreans have distort

historical facts and insult the Japanese people.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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2. Message Movie "Reminiscence with Former Hashima Islanders"

https://youtu.be/wp6BzQGZPGo

Wi, THE NATIVES OF HASHIMA IS AND.

HAVE SHARED STORIES WITH FACH OTHERS
ON THE MEMORIES WE HAVE WITH
KOREANS DURING THE WAR.

Regarding Hashima, so-called Gunkanjima and one of “Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution” UNESCO
World Heritage sites, some Korean workers who were working there during World War II, allege that “It
was a place impossible for humans to live in.” or “If hell actually existed, I believed this was the place.”
However, the former Hashima Islanders who lived there many decades raise questions about such
allegations. We, the former Hashima [slanders reminisced about the memories with our fellow workers from

the Korean Peninsula during World War II.

Youtube:
- Message Movie "Reminiscence with Former Hashima Islanders" youtu.be/wp6BzQGZPGo
- Japanese [V & O ImEDILERS youtu.be/efNwuohR9bE

- Korean HAJA] G4} “o]ok7|E Uiri= A ol =W1E  youtu.be/trIDyh3it2A

Note:

The message movies(English, Japanese and Korean versions) were produced by “the Hashima Islanders
for Historical Truth” with “the National Congress of Industrial Heritage.” The movies are presented on
Youtube Channel “The Truth of Gunkanjima.”

Special thanks go to these organizations for giving us a permission of screen presentation.
- Hashima Islanders for Historical Truth EEDJEE 2B KT 2imEEROA

- National Congress of Industrial Heritage £ 38 2 [E R &k

https://sangyoisankokuminkaigi.jimdo.com/ THE TRUTH OF casiba

~ The Truth of Gunkanjima HEIREs @ EL9 —#116E A R T Wi — GUNKANJIMA
T

https://www.gunkanjima-truth.com/ t:nﬂlsg:pn::; Koroon Woker




3. A Message from Gunkanjima

SAKAMOTO Michinori
Former Resident of the Hashima Island

Chairman, the Japan Society for Gunkanjima as World Heritage

Hello, everyone. My name is Sakamoto Michinori and I'm from Japan. I live in Nagasaki City, where

Hashima Island, also known as Gunkanjima, is located.

In 1965, when I was in the sixth grade of elementary school, my family moved to Hashima because
my father was a coal miner and he was transferred to Hashima. Hashima is where I spent a very

memorable childhood.

In 1974, when I was twenty years old, the Hashima coal mines were closed. The proud two hundred-
year history of our island suddenly came to an end. All the inhabitants had to leave the island most

reluctantly, ending the good life spent on the island.

Later, Hashima was turned into an industrial waste land and as ruin, it disappeared from people’s
memory. There were no longer remnants of the glorious days and, day by day, the island collapsed

into the reef from which it arose.

In a sense, this may have been what nature intended. To live and then to die—it is a natural process

of things. It was unnecessary to revive the island as an “industrial heritage” site.

However, an unexpected thought occurred to me to revive the island as a World Heritage site,
perhaps out of pity for the collapsing island and at the same time for the tremendous impact my
former life on the island. Aside from my own thinking, the time seemed right to spotlight the island

as an industrial heritage site.

In 2015, Hashima was inscribed into the UNESCO World Heritage List as one of the Sites of Japan’s
Meiji Industrial Revolution. Had this island not been inscribed into the List, we would not be

discussing the history of this small island here at the United Nations.

One thing is certain. To us, those who lived and worked on the island, Hashima, or Gunkanjima, is

forever our homeland. Please pay close attention: I very much want to tell you about my home.

After the coal mines were closed, entering Hashima was prohibited. Thanks to such a measure, the
island town remains mostly intact, as it used to be, showing its history and the manner in which
-6 -



people used to live. It is very rare in Japan that former coal mines and mining towns remain almost

intact.

The high-rise apartment buildings in Hashima give a labyrinth-like feel. While touring the island,

first-time visitors totally lose their sense of height and forget which floor they are on.

These buildings were constructed without following strict guidelines. One building after another was
built, wherever there was space. We cannot help but admire how magnificently so many buildings
were constructed in such a small area. Even in such a crowded environment, people got used to it and

lived an ordinary life there.

I spent my youth in this island, and I have many precious memories. There were very close
relationships with our neighbors, with almost no privacy, but it was fun. Life there was so lively that
it made us almost forget that we were living on a very small island. There were stores, a hospital, a

movie theater, pachinko parlors, and restaurants.

The flat area of the island was for coalmining facilities and the rest of the island was for residential
quarters. There must have been some very fantastic technique to accommodate so many people in

such a small space.

Looking from the outside, the crowded apartment buildings might look suffocating, from the inside,

it was very comfortable and convenient with orderly passages for people to travel.

We had a hospital, midwives, and a temple. The island sustained life from birth until death.

At one time, the media reported that Hashima lacked greenery. I think this was a misconception of
people who live outside of Hashima. I remember the island being full of greenery. In Hashima, the
islanders always endeavored to improve the material and aesthetic aspects of the island.

There is a “mass memory” shared among the islanders.

My father was one of the miners who worked on this island. During World War II, Japanese and

Koreans worked together.

Coal mining is performed by groups of people working together. There is a leader, who gives
instruction on coal mining. If a group’s cohesion breaks up, an accident could occur and could lead to

further disaster for other groups.



So, at the end of the day, people got together with Koreans as friends and drank sake, reviewed the

day’s events and got ready for the next day. Everyone prayed for a safe return from work.

I am Chairman of the Society for Gunkanjima as a World Heritage and work as a Gunkanjima guide.
A part of my activities includes speaking with former islanders with diverse experiences. I have heard
them speak on activities within the coal mines before and during World War I1. Here is a story I heard

from my uncle, who died at the age of ninety.

Toward the end of World War II, the U.S. Navy attacked the electric power generating station at
Takashima Coal Mines, located next to Hashima, which provided electricity to Hashima. Thus,
electricity was cut from Hashima. There was an electric elevator that operated between the surface
and the underground shaft turret. The elevator went six hundred meters below sea level, and on

leaving the elevator, miners headed for their respective mining areas.

Electricity was cut and the elevator stopped. Miners were left six hundred meters below sea level.

My uncle was one of those miners. They began climbing up to the surface by the emergency stairs.

In the darkness, dimly lit by cap-lamps, despite the fear of being unable to see anything, each miner
desired to return home alive no matter what. Dripping from above were the miners’ sweat, tears, and
urine. With these things pouring over their heads, they climbed and climbed until at last they saw
the last rays of the sun. All miners returned alive. The day was July 31, 1945, only half a month prior
to the end of the War.

Work together and return alive together. This shared tenacity remains in the minds of those who
lived their lives in coal mines. If there had been racism, such a firmly-knit community, which shared

the same dangerous fate, would not have existed.

Also, I am very impressed with smiles on the old faces of the former residents when they discuss
their memories of the days when Japanese children and Korean children went to elementary school
together, side by side. I also hear that Korean women treated their Japanese neighbors with their
home-made kim chi, traditional Korean pickles. Some say that a “holocaust” and mistreatment
occurred on this island and that Japan is hiding the facts. But what I have just told you surely shows

that they are complete liars.

I cherish my island and at the same time I firmly believe that the former residents will never fake
the history of their island. When we hear of people’s memories and stories, all things appear exactly

as they are, both good and bad.



Life on the island does not exclusively belong to those who mined there. The island teaches us what
it means for a man to live. Under the harshest conditions, people living in the island may be reduced
to seaweed, unless they are clever and active. The tenacity to live through the rough waves of

destiny—this is exactly what life is all about.

This island came into being for the sole purpose of coal mining. The coal the island produced was
much appreciated for its high quality. Thus, a town was formed, and people gathered from all over.
Gradually, the island town grew in size and popularity. The island lived through the end of the Edo

Period, then the Meiji, Taisho and Showa Periods and experienced the excitement of the times.

After the closure of the coal mines, rough waves washed over the island and furious typhoons eroded
its protective shores. Despite these damages, the buildings where people used to live were intact.
There seems to be nothing left to protect anymore, yet the island stands as if still in service. The sight

of the island takes my breath away.

The supposedly dead island still fights against the rushing waves that beat it on rough, windy days.
The island stands comfortably amid gentle waves on clear, sunny days. Seeing the island in its various
moods, I cannot help but feel that the island is alive. After years of troubles and struggles, the island

still lives.

This island helps us recognize anew that nature benefits our lives. The island teaches us how to cope

with nature and history. The island sends us a message of history.

If “World Heritage” refers to assets that can be shared by all human beings, then, Gunkanjima is

exactly that, a shared assets.

I want to make one final point perfectly clear. There is the misconception that exists all over the
world that my homeland, Gunkanjima, “was an island of hell, like that of the Auschwitz concentration
camp, where Koreans were forced to work as slaves.” With such serious misconception, the dignity of

our island Hashima is tremendously damaged. This is truly sad.
Everyone has his or her own homeland. It is our responsibility to pass on the history of our own
homeland, as is, to the next generation. I cannot bear it if we are to pass on an unduly disgraced

history of our island.

I want to record the true history of a small island as a community with a shared destiny. The words

and stories left by our predecessors tell the true history.
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I would like all of you to visit Gunkanjima and see the island. You are always welcome to our island

and I will be proud and honored to show you around Gunkanjima.

Gunkanjima is not an island of hell. It is our homeland.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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4. The True Circumstance of Mobilized Korean Labor

LEE Wo-youn

Ph.D. in Economics (Economic History)

Research Fellow, Naksungdae Institute of Economic Research 3 I
Hello, everyone. My name is Lee U-yon. I'm from Korea and a researcher at the Naksungdae
Institute of Economic Research. I also represent the Society Against Anti-Japanese Ethnic

Nationalism.

I am very much honored and grateful to be here, promoting mutual understanding between Korea

and Japan with regard to historical facts, and at the same time disseminating the truth to the world.

At present, the relationship between Korea and Japan faces its greatest crisis ever, since diplomatic
relationship was resumed in 1965. This has much to do with the current issue of mobilized wartime
Korean laborers, which “Hashima” or “Gunkanjima (Battleship Island) as popularly known,
symbolizes. On October 30, 2018, the Korean Supreme Court ruled that Japanese companies
compensate individual wartime laborers. Moreover, the Korean President supports the verdict and

demands that the Japanese Government and companies concerned duly follow the verdict.

The Korean judicial ruling and the governmental attitude derive from the erroneous belief that
wartime mobilized laborers were forcibly abducted and made to work like slaves. The source of this
belief is the anti-Japanese ethnic nationalist sentiment that totally regards Japan as an enemy and
by the assertions made by the late Pak Kyon-sik in his book The Record of Forced Abduction of
Koreans published in 1965, to prevent the normalization of diplomatic relations between Korea and
Japan, which have been accepted without criticism to this day. Pak was a scholar associated with the

General Association of Korean Residents in Japan.

Today, some Korean researchers and journalists who have greatly influenced Korean people in their
historical thinking and so-called conscientious Japanese intellectuals have the same distorted
historical thinking as Pak Kyon-sik. They have claimed that wartime Korean laborers were unable
to receive their wages or received far lower wages than their Japanese counterparts owing to racism.
However, these assertions are total lies. As a researcher, I have verified the facts and I am
endeavoring to let the world know the truth by publishing my findings in the Korean, Japanese and

English languages.

In all the countries that took part in World War 11, all manufacturers, including Japanese ones, that
produced war-related goods made a lot of money. The Japanese companies used their profits
-16 -



unsparingly in making more products and profits. Increased production was the best way to increase
profits. However, there was no racist incentive with wages whatsoever and in fact, wages were paid
impartially to all workers, Japanese and Koreans alike. According to my recent research, I have found
out that Korean workers received far higher wages than those of Koreans with different jobs or
Japanese workers. Their wages were so high that Japanese coworkers felt it unfair. The coal miners’
monthly salary was 4.2 times higher than that of teachers in Korea, and 3.7 times higher than that

of Japanese policemen.

Some assert that Koreans were made to work like slaves, unlike the Japanese. This, too, is a sheer
lie. For instance, the photo used to promote the film Gunkanjima in New York in 2017 proved to be a
photo not of a wartime Korean laborer, but of a Japanese in the 1950’s. If we look at photos of Korean
workers at the time, they look very healthy and robust. The film’s advertisement stated, “One hundred
twenty-two Koreans died in the island.” However, during the period between 1939 and 1945, the
number of Koreans who died was sixty-four, including those who died in the process of childbirth and

those of natural causes. This hardly constitutes racist treatment.

Contrary to what some Koreans and Japanese pronounce, wartime Korean laborers lived a free and
easy life in the same manner as Japanese did. Diligent Korean workers saved much money and sent
money to their families in Korea. Back home, families liquidated their debts or purchased farmland
with the money. Some Koreans wasted money gambling, eating out or spending time at “industrial
comfort stations” where Korean women entertained. Anyway, these examples show how free Korean

laborers were.

Korean and Japanese scholars and journalists who exaggerate and distort history should stop acting
and speaking as they have done so far. Their indiscreet words and actions lead many people to
historical misunderstanding. At the very least, scholars of both countries must start cooperating to

clarify historical facts over the issue of wartime mobilized labor.

For these reasons I have just stated, I strongly support the Society of Hashima Islanders for True
History. They are working hard to let the world know how Korean workers lived and worked during
the War in Hashima and to correct historical distortions. The Korean Societies I belong to, the Society
against Building Bronze Statues of Comfort Women and Mobilized Workers and the Society Against
Anti-Japanese Ethnic Nationalism, also ardently support your group. I sincerely hope that in

cooperation with all of you, true history is revived.

I firmly believe that this cooperative effort will contribute greatly to restoring a good relationship
between Koreans and Japanese and further promote friendship between the two countries so that we
may be good neighbors once again.
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Thank you very much.
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5.  Protest Korean Infringement upon International Conventions and Violation of Human Rights

MATSUKI Kunitoshi
Senior Research Fellow, International Research Institute of Controversial
Histories GRICH)

8

As Mr. Lee just mentioned, last October, the Korean Supreme Court ruled that Japanese companies

must compensate Korean victims for having forced them to work during World War II.

The verdict stated that “Japan’s rule over the Korean Peninsula was unlawful colonial control and
therefore forced mobilization of workers by Japanese companies that cooperated with the colonial
control was equally illegal, and therefore, forcibly mobilized workers are left claims to individual

compensation.”

However, this verdict by the Korean Supreme Court is completely wrong. Allow me explain why.

First, Japan never unlawfully ruled the Korean Peninsula. In 1910, Japan annexed Korea, and
Japan and Korea became one country. The Korean people became Japanese nationals and they came

to have the same rights and obligations as any other Japanese person. This is a historical fact.

Secondly, it is not true that Japan unlawfully mobilized Koreans.

The Second Sino-Japanese War broke out in 1937 and the “Mobilization Act” was introduced to the
Japanese people in 1939. However, mobilization was not applied to Koreans and it was up to Koreans
to decide for themselves whether to work for a Japanese company or not. As the War neared its end,
all industries suffered critical shortages of workers, and in September 1944, the “Mobilization Act”

was applied to Korean males. However, it was in effect for only six months after its implementation.

It was not at all illegal to mobilize Koreans who were Japanese nationals, as Japanese law was
applied to all Japanese nationals. Furthermore, wartime “mobilization” is lawful in terms of
international law. The ILO Forced Labor Convention (number 29) acknowledges wartime mobilization.
Japan ratified the Convention in November 1932. Those who were mobilized from the Korean

Peninsula were not “forced laborers”, but in fact “wartime” laborers.

Japan faithfully observed the ILO Conventions that it ratified. It is not at all true that Japan broke
international law by abusing and injuring wartime Korean laborers. In fact, Korean workers received
good wages and they were treated fairly in the same manner as their Japanese counterparts. For that
matter, during the War, many young Koreans illegally entered Japan, looking for good wages, and

-929 .



when they were caught in Japan, they were sent back to the Korean Peninsula.

Thirdly, the issue of claims between Japan and Korea was resolved long ago by an agreement

concluded between the Governments of the two countries.

Japan and Korea revived diplomatic relations by concluding the Treaty on Basic Relations between

Japan and the Republic of Korea, and its adjunct agreements, in June 1965.

The issue concerning claims, including individual claims, was completely and finally resolved by the
Agreement Concerning the Settlement of Problems in regard of Property and Claims between Japan

and Korea and Economic Cooperation, which was signed by the Governments of both countries.

Following this Agreement, after the War, Japan abandoned non-military Japanese asset (estimated
value of 16 trillion yen at today’s price) in the Korean Peninsula and gave Korea $300 million in
economic aid, $200 million in loans, together with $300 million for a private trust, totaling $800
million. By comparison, the Korean national budget for fiscal 1965 was 350 million dollars--$800

million dollars is equivalent to 2.3years of their national budget.

Through negotiation, the Korean Government emphatically stated that compensation to individuals
was to be a responsibility of the Korean Government. In fact, the Korean Government twice

compensated wartime Korea laborers, amounting to over $600 million.

Thus, the issue of compensating mobilized laborers has been completely resolved, both

diplomatically and domestically in Korea.

The Japanese Supreme Court returned its final verdict, that “individual claims no longer exist in

lawsuits filed in Japan by former mobilized Korean workers and their bereaved families.”

However, this time, the Korean Supreme Court’s decision ignored the Japanese Supreme Court’s
decision and ordered Japanese companies to pay compensation. The Korean Government claimed that
“the Government cannot interfere in a judicial decision,” indicating the Government’s policy that gives

priority to a domestic judicial decision over the Basic Treaty concluded between Japan and Korea.

However, an agreement made between states transcends the three domestic branches of government
(udicial, legislative, and executive), restraining the acts of states. This is clearly stipulated in the

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties.

The Korean Supreme Court and Government disregarded the decision made by the Japanese
=23 -



Supreme Court and demanded that the Japanese people compensate Koreans, reviving an already
resolved issue duly based on international law. The acts of the Korean Supreme Court and
Government are extreme violations of Japan’s sovereignty and violate the human rights of the
Japanese people, clearly infringements on the ICERD (International Convention on the Elimination

of Racial Discrimination).

Should such ruthless actions be allowed to stand, treaties concluded among countries will be
meaningless, and the world order will be irreparably harmed. We want to emphasize this point to
people all over the world. To protect our human rights as a nation and to prevent the world order from
collapsing, we are firmly determined to stop this Korean act of aggression. We seek your

understanding and your support for our cause in the name of world peace.

Thank you very much.
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The Battleship Island (Hashima) / HEfEE (i)

Photo Credits: Hashima Islanders for Historical Truth,
National Congress of Industrial Heritage

The Japan Society for Gunkanjima as World Heritage
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