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Network of National Movements to Abolish the Comfort Woman Legislation
A LETTER OF PROTEST

Discontinue immediately the Philadelphia Korean American Association’s vicious

attempt to build a Statue of Peace Plaza!

In June 2021, the committee for the Girl Statue Plaza of the Philadelphia
Korean American Association made public a project to add a Statue of Peace Plaza at a
site of the park in Queen Village, Philadelphia, according to the Internet Journal
published in South Korea. Since then, the committee began to coordinate with the
city hall and solicit donations from the local residents. The city hall will hold briefing
and hearing sessions on February 9, in response to a request submitted by the
committee to construct the plaza. The statue of a girl will be designed by the couple
Kim Seo-kyung and Kim Eun-sung as is often the case with similar statues erected both

in South Korea and other parts of the world.

The Girl Statue is, however, nothing but the willful misunderstanding of the
comfort women issue and the wrongful anti-Japanese hostility espoused by sculptor
Kim Seo-kyung. Regarding his note titled “A Promise Engraved on the Empty Bench,”
Mr. Kim wrote, “During the days of the annexation of Korea by Japan, innocent Korean
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girls and young women were deceived or kidnapped to warfront to be made sexual
slaves. In some cases, they were killed. What | did by designing the statue was for a
cause to hand down the hideous acts in history.” Truth is the statue is the product of

no more than distorted historical facts and unfounded hatred.

Though the sculptor claims the Japanese military forcefully conscripted the
Korean girls, the Japanese military, in any capacity, had not made them subjected to
any mobilization during the Second Sino-Japanese War and the Pacific War. The
Japanese troops were public servants and, therefore, had to follow laws and
regulations. There was no law or regulation to mobilize comfort women. It must be
noted that an official duty required an official order to carry out. In the absence of
such a duty or order, no one could take the women out to warfront. Itis the private
managers who, in reality, employed for money the comfort women. In other words,

there was No Conscription of Comfort Women in those days, period.

South Koreans, expatriates or not, also claim the comfort women were sexual
slaves for the troops. This is another false claim. Fact is that the troops paid money
according to their rank to the comfort station manager, that each of them was given a
certain time to be with a comfort woman, and that comfort women earned money for
their sexual service. The women engaged in prostitution as profession were not
sexual slaves.

Were the comfort women victims of war crime? No! The McDougall Report
of 1998 submitted to the United Nations Human Rights Commission states, in part, war
crimes are defined as one nation’s troops committing kidnapping, raping, and
murdering women of an adversary nation during an international conflict or an armed
clash. Korea and Japan were not hostile with each other then. Korean women, as
well as Korean men, were Japanese nationals. The comfort stations were provided for
troops so as not to rape women in the occupied areas. The stations were legal
entities, not to mention the official contracts the station managers and comfort
women signed with each other. Those women should not be regarded as the victims

of war crimes.

The sculptor Kim Seo-kyung, while visualizing the statue as a teenage girl who
had been deceived and kidnapped by the Japanese military to warfront, asked his 11-

year-old daughter to model for it. His idea is wrong in that a woman had to sign a
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contract with a prostitution agent, obtain a permit from police, present herself at the
police division of a Japanese consulate. Each woman who had to follow those
procedures must also present a letter of consent from her father or legal custodian, a
copy of her family register, a certificate of the family seal, a written request for
permission to do business, a certificate of a business investigation result, and two
photographs. Upon completion of those stringent procedures, one could officially
work at a comfort station. No one could evade them. Besides, women who chose to

engage in prostitution had to be 17 years old at least.

As stated above, numerous girl statues erected in South Korea and other
overseas locations carry the message based on willfully distorted disinformation about
the comfort women. The plate attached to the girl statue states it is a peace
statue. Has it been contributing to peace in real world? No, it has not. It merely
symbolizes fabrication of facts and unsolicited hatred. It, in fact, aggravates the South

Korean-Japanese relations each time another statue is built.

The nature of the comfort women issue involving the Japanese military boils
down to poverty, period. Most of the cases in which prostitution was chosen as a
profession point to poor and/or bankrupt families. In some cases, young women
volunteered to ease up financial troubles those families had to face. In other cases,
their parents took advantage of the daughters to get extra money. Those difficult
situations forced the women to go through shameful and sorrowful experiences in her
early life. It certainly raises an alarm over their condition as a historical lesson. It

should not be used, however, as an easy tool to help anti-Japanese campaigns.

Since South Korea was established in 1948, some anti-Japanese people have
been abetting campaigns to discredit Japan and creating a great chasm between the
nation and Japan. No one can estimate how much loss those activities and opinions
have brought about over the healthy bilateral relations. Its pecuniary loss might
amount to several hundred trillion won. The issues of the comfort women and the
conscripted Korean laborers have twisted the bilateral relations despite what the
international laws and regulations dictate. Erecting another statue in Queen Village
will add fuel to the fire already burning. Would the conscientious citizens feel

comfortable about what it entails?



We rightfully hope the Philadelphia Korean American Association to
immediately and righteously rescind the project to build the Statue of Peace
Plaza. We also hope the Philadelphia citizens sincerely and seriously make efforts not

to further hurt the healthy South Korean-Japanese-American relations.
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