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The family 1s the basic unit in a community and the nation, and thus keeping
the family unity intact i1s very important for the prosperity of the community
and the nation. Dual surname by husband and wife will certainly break down
the family bond and unity, and the family system may eventually be destroyed.

We strongly object to the introduction of a dual surname system in Japan,
which may lead the country into chaos. The Japanese family system is the
beauty of our culture and we have a duty to hand it over to the next generation.

Objection to a dual surname system
after marriage

We strongly object to a dual surname system after marriage due to the following reasons:

--- Reasonl --- - Reason 2 ---

Allowing dual
surnames destroys the
concept of “‘family
name,” and eventually
weakens family unity
and bond.

Choosing a surname at the
time of marriage has
nothing to do with ‘gender
equality,” since both men
and women have equal right
to keep their former names.
The majority of women
simply do so because they
want to do so, not because

they are forced to do so.
--- Reason 3 ---

The viewpoint of dual surname supporters
lacks the consideration for the wellbeing of
children. According to the survey conducted
in 2022 by NHK Broadcasting Culture
Research Institute, more than 90% of
children do not want dual surnames, which
makes one of their parents have a different
name than theirs. Close to 60% of children
responded that at the time of marriage ‘it is
not important whether my spouse chooses
my name or I choose his/her name.” The
mayjority of junior high school and high
school students want one name after
marriage. Dual surname supporters clearly
1gnore such views of children as well as the

impact dual surnames may have over
children.

--- Reason 4---

Currently; the Japanese family
registration system is based on
“family name.” If a dual surname
system 1s adopted, one’s surname
no longer functions as a family
name but simply functions as an
individual name. If the family
registration system does not work
to record a ‘family name,” it may
eventually lose its function and be
abolished. If the system is
abolished, the functions the system
serves will also be gone, which wil
cause much confusion.
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